" IN THE WAKE OF THE VIKINGS "

PROJECT FOR A HISTORICAL EVENT AND TWINNING
TO ENHANCE CULTURAL TOURISM

This project takes its idea from a historical event and aims at the twinning |
between the quite different realities, who nevertheless have also many things
in common, of the Fjords in Northern Europe and the warm Mediterranean Sea.

We refer to what happened at the beginning of the first millennium, actually

in the year 999, when the first crusaders sailed to the Holy Land to defend
Christendom. Amongst those men who ventured in thos distant areas, there were
also the Vikings. On their return from the Holy Land, a group of them arrived

at the coast of Salerno. Noticing that the entire gulf, and even the city of
Salerno were attacked by the Saracens, these Vikings helped to defend and

save Salerno. From then on the rulers of Salerno helped and favoured the
Normans (i.e. men of the North)and the constitution of their reign, by
favourable relationships and appropriate marriages.

To recall these events, we would like to propose a historical celebration

done by the descendents of these Vikings. For this purpose, five faithfully
reconstructed Vikingships will be transported by special cargo from Norvegia
to S. Marco di Castellabate, the most southern harbour of the gulf of Salerno.
A historical procession of these Vikingships is planned to leave from the

islet of Punta Licosa (for a long time base of the Saracens)and arrive at the
city of Salerno, disembarking on the beach of S. Teresa, to evoke the arrival
of the Viking crusaders back in time.

This would bring about cultural exchange, enhancing the touristical presence
in this area. With manifestations of various kind, we could promote the
knowledge of different and distant cultures, offering attractive tour

packages in the autumn and winter, when their coasts are cold and icy.

This project would be another step on the way started by the "Leucosia
Association" who operates and wants to promote "CANOSCENZA"(knowledge as
outlined by Dante). Mutual knowledge amongst various nations, being the only
way to overcome the barriers of prejudice and incomprehension, causing so

many problems in our society.

To put this project into action it involves various institutions on the
territory and necessitates obviously the active responsibility of the
municipalities of Castellabate, Salerno and its Province.






